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The Education Meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 6:38 p.m., on Monday, March 

19, 2018, by Michelle Gorra. Present were Board members John Buonaiuto, Gregory Cava, James 

Hirschfield, Stephanie Kolnick Jennifer Pote, Lisa Roush, Michael Sinatra, Julie Stuart, and Peter Tagley. 

Patricia Cosentino, Ed.D., Superintendent, Robert Giesen, Director of Finance. Absent: Anthony Amato, 

Alan Brown. 

 

Also present were: Cathy Colella, Principal at BFS / BS; Teresa DeBrito, Director of Curriculum, 

Instruction and Assessment; Lori Ferreira, Associate Principal at SVS; Karen Fildes, Director of 

Technology & Communications;  Kim Gallo, Principal at SVS, Emily Judd, Principal, WPS; Allyson 

O’Hara, Director of Pupil Services; and Donald O’Leary, Director of Facilities. 

 

 

TOUR OF WASHINGTON PRIMARY SCHOOL AND MAKERSPACE 

 

Washington Primary School Principal, Emily Judd, spoke briefly regarding the tour of WPS including the 

MakerSpace area that she would take them on. Mrs. Judd introduced her staff, and also students who 

would be demonstrating different projects in the MakerSpace Lab.  Mrs. Judd led the tour of WPS. 

 

The Board meeting resumed at 7:11 p.m. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF PHASE 1 DOCUMENTS FOR AGRISCIENCE 

 

Due to a time conflict in a meeting that Mr. Cava needed to attend with the Washington Planning 

Commission regarding AgSTEM, there was a request to move Action Item F.1 up in the agenda.   

 

MOTION: made by Stephanie Kolnick, seconded by Jennifer Pote to move Action Item F.1, 

Approval of Phase 1 documents for Agriscience (212-0026) and Science Labs (212-0025) 

projects for submission to the State on March 21, 2018 and AgSTEM project updates, up 

on the agenda. 

 

VOTE:  unanimous. 

 

Motion passed. 

 

Mr. Cava reported on the current status of the AgSTEM project.  At the Building Committee’s last 

meeting, they approved moving into the Construction Document Phase and for payment of Building 

Permit Fees up to $15,000.00. Mr. Cava also reported that they are currently in the process of obtaining 

the necessary permits. 

 

MOTION: made by Jim Hirschfield, seconded by Michelle Gorra, to approve Phase 1 documents for 

Agriscience (212-0026) and Science Labs (212-0025) projects for submission to the State 

on March 21, 2018. 

 

VOTE:  unanimous. 

 

Motion passed. 
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At 7:28 p.m., Gregory Cava left the meeting. 

 

Mrs. Judd added a few closing statements regarding the tour of Washington Primary and thanked her 

staff, students and teachers that were present. A short MakerSpace video was shown. Questions and 

answers followed. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

No public comment. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Approval of minutes:  Education Meeting, February 26, 2018 

                                    Special Meeting, March 5, 2018 

            Business Meeting, March 5, 2018 

                

 

REPORTS AND RECOGNITION 
 

Board Chair’s Report: Michelle Gorra thanked the administration for the manner in which the March 14 

“Walk-In” was handled.  Mrs. Gorra also commented on the CABE Day on the Hill which Dr. Cosentino, 

Lori Ferreira and Karen Fildes attended. 

 

Superintendent’s Report: 

 

Board Appreciation Month – Dr. Cosentino acknowledged Board Appreciation Month by thanking Board 

members for their time and service to the three communities. Small gifts of appreciation by Dr. Cosentino 

and the students of Washington Primary School were at each member’s seat. Dr. Cosentino also thanked 

Colin Sullivan who does the video of all meetings and uploads them onto the District website. 

 

Dr. Cosentino congratulated Jack Roush and family and Chris Dennis for the World Affair Forum that 

had taken place. 

 

Dr. Cosentino commented on the Class of 2017 Report newsletter that was distributed to them before the 

meeting and shared that it went out in today’s mail.  

 

Dr. Cosentino also mentioned that “The Stranger” will be performed on Friday and Saturday at Shepaug. 

 

Dr. Cosentino shared two articles with the Board. One regarding Waterbury Public Schools looking to 

partner with other schools to accept their students. The other article was about Wamogo and Region 10, 

stating the high interest in AgScience among students in the area. 

 

Dr. Cosentino reported that Michael Nolan, Spanish teacher at SVS will be on a leave of absence from 

May 22, 2018 - June 12, 2018. 

 

CABE Day on the Hill – Dr. Cosentino reported on CABE Day on the Hill on March 15, 2018. Dr. 

Cosentino spoke about her conversation with State Representative Andrew Fleischmann and how he 
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would like to be invited to the ground breaking ceremony for the AgSTEM Academy.  Dr. Cosentino also 

reported on the Governor’s Press Conference she attended with Lori Ferreira and Karen Fildes. 

 

School Calendar – There was discussion on the possible change to the 2017-2018 school calendar.  The 

calendar was built with 188 days for the 2017-18 school year. There are 183 instructional days for 

students and 188 days for teachers per the teachers’ agreement. State Law requires 180 instructional days. 

Different scenarios were discussed regarding making up the 10 days that school has been cancelled this 

year, including using April vacation break. Dr. Cosentino stated that after speaking with the Board Chair, 

she would make the recommendation of knocking the students instructional days down to 181 (possibly 

180 depending on the weather this week), putting June 22 as the last day of school. Certified staff would 

owe the District two days, possibly three, to be made up either during the week of April 16 or June 26, 27 

or 28. If we need two additional snow days, students would come in on Friday, April 20.  

 

MOTION: made by Lisa Roush, seconded by Jennifer Pote, to reduce the student instructional days 

from 183 to 181 or 180, depending on the rest of the winter, for the 2017-2018 school 

year. 

 

VOTE:  unanimous. 

 

Motion passed. 

 

Dr. Cosentino shared that at the request of the Chairman, a calendar of Board meetings for the rest of the 

year was sent to them in an email. 

 

 

ACTION ITEMS 

 

AgSTEM Update:   

 

Financial Status - Bob Giesen reported that currently $1,001,242.00 has been spent with a pending 

payment of $15,000.00 which had been voted on at the March 12 Building Committee Meeting. This is 

reflecting expenses up through the Design Development Phase. Regarding questions that have been 

arising within the communities, Dr. Cosentino clarified that most of the money being spent has an 80% 

reimbursement by the State. Should the project be abandoned, the cost of the project would fall upon the 

Region. Discussion on the handout:  Building Committee Summary, prepared as of March 19, 2018. 

 

Project Plan Status - In the absence of Mr. Cava, Dr. Cosentino reported that the project is on track and 

DAS meetings are scheduled for March 21 and April 11.  

 

 

BUDGET DISCUSSION 

 

Michelle Gorra began the budget discussion by stating the goal of tonight was to start discussion of the 

proposed school budget for 2018-2019 and to continue to ask questions. It is the goal to approve the 

budget at the March 26 Special Meeting. Mrs. Gorra shared concerns by Roxbury’s First Selectman, 

Barbara Henry. One concern was the cost of busing. It had been suggested that Board members review 

the budget and think of possible places for reduction and bring any ideas up for discussion during the 

March 26 meeting. Mr. Giesen had mentioned moving money around and suggested moving money into 

the 1% Fund. 
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MOTION: made by Michael Sinatra, seconded by Stephanie Kolnick to move $56,700.00 in the 

2018-2019 Budget Proposal for Booth Free and Washington Primary Schools into the 1% 

Fund. 

 

Discussion and clarification on the use of the 1% Fund. 

 

VOTE:  unanimous. 

 

Motion passed. 

 

Discussion continued pertaining to the proposed budget. The focus was on how to reduce busing costs.  

Mr. Giesen had agreed to look into busing costs and reductions and report back at the March 26 meeting. 

Mr. Giesen mentioned areas that added to the increase of the proposed budget. It was stated that insurance 

is a large part of the increase and that this has been the largest insurance increase in 14 years. Other areas 

suggested to look into for Monday night’s meeting were program changes, staffing, superintendent salary 

and administration. The operating budget of the three elementary schools had been mentioned. Also 

clarified were the duties of the AgSTEM Director and the responsibilities during their first year. Mrs. 

Gorra reminded everyone that if the budget is not approved Monday night, additional special meetings 

would be scheduled. Mrs. Gorra added that emails with ideas can be sent to her and to copy Dr. Cosentino 

and Mr. Giesen. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:06 pm by consent. 
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